	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on September 2nd 2003 at 7.00p.m. 
Councillors Present: Mesdames Lord (Chair), Graham-Roe (arrived 7.30p.m.). Messrs Briggs and Hall

Clerk Present: H Hundsdoerfer.

The Open Forum took place at 7.30.


	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	0209.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	County Cllr I Greaves

	0209.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	M L declared a personal interest in the playing field.

	0209.3
	To Approve of the Minutes of the Previous 2 Meetings.
· July 23rd

· August 5th
	It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the previous 2 meetings. Proposed SB, seconded RH.

	0209.4.0
0209.4.1
0209.4.2
	To receive RFO’s report.
To approve and resolve to make payments known to date.
· Clerk’s salary and expenses.  (Part 2 item)
To approve payment made to:
· I G Gardening Services        £180.00   paid 13.08.03 
To RESOLVE to request Mr Hall to continue for an interim period as RFO whilst wider advertising is undertaken in the locality to find other parties interested in the role.
	The transfer of £1000 form the deposit a/c to the reserve fund has not been re-categorised as was discussed and requested as RH felt it should be treated as expenditure.
A VAT payment of £230.89 has been received.

A detailed statement of accounts sheet had been circulated to Cllrs. + monthly budget statement
The figures for payment were unavailable at this time Payment to be carried forward to the next meeting.

IG Gardening Services was paid prior to the meeting. The payment was APPROVED by all.
Mr Hall reiterated his willingness to continue in role as it would save some Council expenditure, he then left the room and the situation was discussed in detail by Councillors. The feeling of the meeting was that to employ someone not directly involved in the running of the Council would provide a more objective view of the use of the Parish funds and would release more of Mr Hall’s time to deal with the other significant business of the Council.

RH was informed of the Council’s decision. He accepted the view, repeating that it would however incur extra expenses for the PC. 
It was agreed to advertise more widely in the hope of attracting an interested party. Final responses will be required by 10th Nov.

Mr Hall agreed to continue in office for the interim period and was thanked for his work.

	0209.5
	Open Forum (at 7.30p.m.) – meeting to be adjourned during this time.
	3 residents attended.

	0209.6
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report
	Footpath from Cam Lane to Brearelands – the question of surfacing was discussed. It was suggested that road planings be compacted to form a cheaper form of surface that would possibly enable the extent of the works to be extended through from Brearelands to Old Fence End. It was thought that a grass verge should be retained along this stretch of footway. It was also AGREED that the area of grass from Fence End to Brearelands should be replaced by tarmac as it is always in a poor condition. Clerk to inform NY Highways.

	0209.7
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	None

	0209.8
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended. 
ML – Consultation on Council Plan and Local Govt. Review -  meeting report.
	ML had been unable to attend the meting.

	0209.9
	To discuss the web site and to RESOLVE that the Parish Council moves its web site hosting/maintenance to Skipton Web.
	SB had agreed to investigate the running and maintenance of the web site at the previous PC meeting. He has contacted D Magee to obtain necessary web site information to enable him to access the site and has researched the costs of necessary software. It was established that the site is not easy to operate due to the way some areas of it have been configured.    

The designer/operator of  Skipton Web met with SB to discuss costs of the web site being set up and hosted by Skipton Web. A data-based process would be used to compile the site that could then be used without software being required. The hosting charge would be £180, no other charges incurred.

Access to the site would be controlled & the site would be individual – adapted to TiC’s needs.

Cllrs thought it to be good value and a very good deal, the resolution was APPROVED by all Cllrs.    SB to further this.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	0209.10
	To receive an up-date on the feed back received re land for playing field and to resolve how to proceed in the light of this.
	Mr Morrison has contacted the clerk to inform her that Mr Berry has agreed to permit some of the field to be offered to the PC.
It was decided to visit Mr Berry to ask for the value placed on the land by his valuation agent. This figure would then be used as a basis upon which to arrive at an offer price to Mr Morrison, once the exact size of the area in question is arrived at.

SB felt that funds to pay for the land could be raised within the village, RH felt that funds are available within the PC’s monies.

It was therefore PROPOSED (SB seconded ML) that at least 2 Cllrs approach Mr D Berry to ascertain a realistic value of the land based upon his formal valuation (received), that the precise area is worked out and that an offer price is calculated based upon that. All were in favour.

The matters of grants and planning will be investigated.

	0209.11
	To decide whether the PC wishes to select its own lime tree specimen – as suggested by Wykeham Trees or to allow Wykeham to do this on PC’s behalf.
	Mr Tavendale to be contacted for advice on which species of lime to purchase. Tree Tops then to be contacted and informed.

	0209.12
	To RESOLVE that the Parish Council locates and retrieves the village scrap books and subsequently controls the viewing and up-dating of same.
	Following the concern expressed by some residents in the village about the safe keeping and maintenance of the books it was suggested that the books be scanned and that a record of same be kept on a disc, the originals then to be kept secure. Mr Mason had also offered to sit with the books at pre-determined times during the year when anyone interested could view them in the village hall. This would also encourage the up-dater of the books to keep them current. No formal resolution was however approved at this meeting.

	0209.13
	CDC – Overview & Scrutiny Review of Public Conveniences in Craven District – a working group has been formed to “review all aspects of the provision & management of the Council’s public conveniences with a view to forming recommendations for consideration…..”  PC’s views sought. 

Matter to be discussed.
	It was felt that there should be (more) regular maintenance.

	0209.14
	To determine what size / type of notice board should be priced.
	It was PROPOSED by SB, seconded ML, that Mr J Clark be asked whether he would be interested in making 2 new notice boards for the village, approx 4ft wide. 
MGR left the meeting at this point.

	0209.15
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	The light outside Finstall is always on, lights at Rock Cottage & Queens Garth are out. Clerk to notify NY Lighting.
Spray drift from weed spraying has caused some damage to plants on Skipton Rd. IG Gardening to be made aware of this.

Clerk to re-send the email to the Rights of Way Officer regarding the poor state of the village’s clapper bridges and the footpath signs

	0209.16
	Any other matters that the Chair decides are urgent, in accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972
	In the light of concerns expressed over an election having been called the Chair decided to discuss the matter at this point. Varying points of view were aired by several Councillors, it was however agreed that things must now be allowed simply run their course.

	Part 2 Section of Meeting   Councillors & Officers Only to be Present
	

	0209.17
	To discuss and resolve to accept amendments made to RFO’s contract and job descriptions
	Cllrs AGREED to ACCEPT the resolution.

	Signed:                                                                                Date:  
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