	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an Extra Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on August 5th 2003 at 7.00p.m. 
Councillors Present: Messrs Lord (Chair), Graham-Roe. Messrs Briggs, Hall, Magee and District Cllr Mason.

Clerk Present: H Hundsdoerfer.


	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	1.
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	None

	2.
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	None

	3.
	To discuss the current situation relating to land available for a playing field and to determine a response to Mr Morrison.
	The 1st area to be discussed was that on Church Road, owned by Mr B Morrison. 
SB & MG-R had independently spoken with 2 different land agents to obtain an approx. figure that the PC would be facing paying for the previously discussed area of land.

It was stated that the availability of such land was rare and Cllr Mason urged the PC to pursue it.

It was agreed that it would require levelling and maintenance and that this would help to prevent vandalism, it being seen to be used. It was thought that a covenant could be put on it to protect its use and prevent development.

If a sub-committee was formed, being in charge of its purchase, development and maintenance - a grant would probably be available from CDC.
Some Cllrs were opposed to offering more than the minimum value of the land; others suggested that such an approach would stand little chance of securing it.
SB felt that funds for the purchase of the land could be raised from within the village, the onus therefore not falling upon the PC to finance it.

The second area of land discussed was the area of garden owned by Mr Morrison and located over the wall opposite the village hall.

Some Cllrs felt that all avenues should be explored whilst the possibility of the PC purchasing land is open to it.

Such an area would possibly provide car parking for the village, park and garden area but would not be a playing field. There would be no requirement to develop it immediately.
The situation relating to an existing covenant remains to be investigated fully.

A proposal tabled by M.G.-R. and seconded by SM was voted on.

The terms of the proposal were:

That Thornton in Craven Parish Council will contact Mr Morrison requesting that:-

1. He indicates to it the price that would secure the specified area (very approx. ¼ acre) of land on Church Road for the Parish Council, enabling it to develop an amenity area / playing area dedicated to his parents and for the enjoyment of the children of the village.

2. It be understood that in order to obtain assistance with the development of the land (levelling, planting, access etc.) this must be a freehold purchase.

3. The asking price is obtained from him for the area of garden land (very approx 80m. x 25m.) for village amenity development. 

4. A response is received within 14 days of the letter being sent.

Upon a show of hands, all Councillors were in favour of the proposal.

The Clerk was instructed to contact Mr Morrison.

	4.
	To discuss the prices received for the removal of the Lough Tree and associated works and to resolve who should receive the contract.
	Following discussion of the prices received  and circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting it was:

 PROPOSED that Tree Tops Forestry Company is offered the contract.
 Upon a show of hands, all Councillors were in favour of the proposal.

The Clerk was instructed to contact Mr Strange.

Tree Tops will be requested to source the supply of  the tree from
Wykeham Nurseries at Scarborough, on the recommendation of Mr. Tavendale.

It was also decided that Tree Tops be requested to investigate the state of the drains to either side of the tree when they are in a position to do so.

	5.
	To discuss any future vacancy for Parish Councillor upon the departure of Mr Magee from the village.
	Normal procedure will be adopted when Mr Magee gives notice of his resignation as Councillor; this is currently likely to be 12.08.03.
Notice of a vacancy will be made to CDC and the appropriate notice will be placed upon the notice board.

Mr Magee was thanked for all his work for the village, and he in turn wished everyone present all the very best.
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