	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in the Village Hall on January 7th 2004 at 7.00p.m. when the following matters will be discussed.
Open Forum at 7.30 when points of concern will be listened to by Councillors and discussed, if relevant to an agenda item, when that point of the agenda is reached - otherwise at the next Council meeting.
Councillors Present Mesdames Lord (Chair), Graham-Roe and C Cllr Mrs Greaves. Messrs Briggs, Hall & Lister

Officers Present : H Hundsdoerfer (Clerk),  S Cohen (RFO)

	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	NOTES

	70104.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	None received

	70104.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	None made.

	70104.3
	To Approve of the Minutes of the Previous 2 Meetings.
· November 27th 

· December 9th   
	Following some amendments the minutes of 27/11/03 were approved (ML, MGR) All in favour
The minutes of 09/12/03 were approved (RH, SB) All in favour.

	70104.6
	Open Forum (at 7.30p.m.) – meeting to be adjourned during this time.
	

	70104.4

          .4.1

  .4.2
	To welcome Stephen Cohen as new RFO.

Following the hand-over by Mr Hall, retiring RFO, to Mr Cohen:

To receive RFO’s report.

To consider and approve payments known to date.

· Clerk’s salary and expenses. 

· Oldfield Electrical                                 £12.90 (Lighting flex & connectors)

· Oldfield Electrical                                 £64.60 (Cable fittings, sockets etc.)

· S Briggs                                                 £25.07 (reimbursement for Oldfield       

                                                                                         Electrical: Mill. Corner lights)

· K Shaw                                                  £114.35 (Electrical Contractor)

· Amos Nelson                                         £54.99 (2 x Xmas trees)

· RN Hall                                                 £11.56 (Exps. from 1.04 to 31.12.03)
ITEM 70104.4.1 (Clerk’s salary) TO BE A PART TWO ITEM AND WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE END OF OTHER AGENDA BUSINESS IF NECESSARY
To resolve to up-date the current signatories on banking mandates, and determine who they will be.
	The Chair welcomed SC into his new role of RFO and thanked Mr Hall very much for his commitment of time and effort to the safe management of village funds over the years.

Invoices were considered and discussed.  Approval was given for the payment of all sums, agreed unanimously.

It was PROPOSED by MGR and seconded by SB that all 5 Councillors should be cheque signatories plus the Clerk. All were in favour. It was therefore RESOLVED to adopt the proposal and all concerned completed the required forms.

	70104.5
	To finalise and approve the 2004/5 draft budget and set and approve the 2004/5 precept.
	Lengthy discussion and analysis of requirements were undertaken to prepare a suitable precept figure for submission to CDC. It was clear that a substantial increase would be required as the precept had been kept below what was known to be needed last year, the shortfall was therefore to be made up. Additionally, there had been the unanticipated expense of the Lough Tree that had caused the PC to dip into the reserve fund, it was felt by some that this should be repaid during the next year with an additional top up of £1000 being made as has been done historically.
SC suggested that grants for a playing field and the notice board would probably be available thus allowing further adjustment of the figures.

The matter of the 2 computers for community use and the associated grant money was also discussed. This matter requires further investigation by SB but the possible repayment of the money should be included in the budgeting process.

PL PROPOSED that the precept figure be set at £13,350. 
This was seconded by MGR. Upon a show of hands 4 were in favour and 1 opposed. It was therefore RESOLVED to adopt the proposal.

	70104.7
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report
	

	70104.8
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	C Cllr Greaves informed the meeting that North Yorks hoped to keep Council Tax down to a 6% increase. There will be a budget consultation meeting at Aireville School on Jan 16th at 6.00p.m.

	70104.9
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended. 
	

	70104.10
	To decide upon and resolve which of the 2 short-listed grass mowing tenders should be accepted.
	It was PROPOSED by MGR that the Parish Council should accept the tender from D & S Pickles, seconded RH. Clerk to notify Messrs Pickles.

	70104.11
	To receive further information regarding the taxi voucher scheme (RH)
	The North Craven sector already operated this scheme.

It is funded by the Countryside Agency who has a £10,000 grant available.

An adviser would attend a Council meeting to explain the scheme fully to Cllrs. but in brief any unspent allocation can be rolled over to the next year, not be lost and it would be open to large areas of a community from young to elderly who have trouble accessing the wider community at appropriate times if for example there is no available family car or suitable bus., or if there are health/disability problems
The vouchers are provided in books of 70 @ £2 each with a possible 20%  input from the community.
It was agreed that a survey should be undertaken.

	70104.12
	To decide finally upon the re-siting of the notice board.

 To Resolve when it should take place, work to be done by whom and whether a new board should first be purchased.
	Following much discussion having looked at the submitted prices for the works it was PROPOSED by RH that the notice board be located on the external wall of the village hall. The proposal was seconded by ML, all were in favour.

	70104.13
	To discuss and approve the draft questionnaire relating to the use of the proposed playing field.
	Cllrs discussed the draft and MGR will build in the suggestions.

	70104.14
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	The Clerk was asked to investigate the jets of water erupting from the A56 outside Rock Cottage and the blocked drains on Old Road.
Clerk to supply ink & paper to all Cllrs.

	70104.15
	Any other matters that the Chair decides are urgent, in accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972
	It was proposed that the PC continues to use the Yorkshire Bank and that there be any 3 of the possible 6 signatures on any 1 cheque. Seconded ML. All in favour.

	Signed:                                                                                         Date:  
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