	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held on January 8th 2003 at 7.30p.m. in the Village Hall.


Present: Messrs. Briggs (Chair) and Magee. Mesdames Parish, Lord and Graham-Roe.

	Item 1.

Item 2.

Item 3.

Item 4.

        4.1

        4.2

Item 5.

Item 6.

Item 7a.

Item 7b

Item 8.

Item 9.

Item 10

Item 11

     11.1

     11.2

Item 12

Item 13

Item 14

Item 15

Item 16

Item 17
	Apologies – None received

Declaration of Interests – none made

Minutes of the Previous meeting – These were proposed to be a true and accurate record by SM, agreed by all

Finance Officer’s report.

For details of accounts please see attached sheet.

Accounts agreed by all Councillors for payment were:

· S Briggs                                                                                               £26.19   

                Pickles Bakers, Entertainment Exps.       £5.95 

                Oldfield Electrics, Xmas lights              £20.24

· Village Hall Mgt. Committee – 14 mtgs.                                            £140.00

· Amos Nelson – 2 Xmas trees                                                              £  61.10

· Mr Jubb – electricity for Xmas lights                                                  £ 25.00

· H Hundsdoerfer                                                                                   £166.53

               SOLCC   Membership & subs                 £31.00

               SOLCC  Course fee                               £130.00

               Craven Stationery                                  £    5.53

Insurance – The Cornhill proposal has not been received to date. Once this is in place a cheque for the premium figure of approx £320 will be required. Zurich cover will then be cancelled. It was thought that there might be a charge for 1 month of cover made by Zurich

The matter of employees contracts, PAYE etc was discussed and decisions deferred until more information is gathered.

Open Forum

1 resident raised points that were already on the agenda for discussion.

Budget Discussion & Finalisation of the Precept

A PROPOSAL WAS MADE THAT THE PRECEPT REMAIN AT £6000 AND THAT THE RESERVE FUND BE USED FOR SPENDING REQUIREMENTS BEYOND THAT AMOUNT.

The Chairman did not immediately put this to the vote but encouraged discussion on the possibilities for the forthcoming financial year. Views from Councillors were expressed.

It was suggested that a compromise could be made between the £6,000 and another higher figure believed by some Councillors to be required.

 A VOTE ON THE INITIAL PROPOSAL WAS TAKEN.

 Result: 1 in favour of the proposal and 4 against it.

Signed ………………………..              (P1)                          Date…………………..

S.B. then expanded on the suggested compromise and this was discussed. It was  suggested that the main village improvement for 2003/4 (the new playing field), the P.C.’s administration costs and the election fees should be covered by the precept. The Chairman added that the precept for 2003/4 would need to be significantly increased

to encompass all the known and the envisaged needs

It was  PROPOSED THAT THE PRECEPT BE INCREASED TO £6,400.

A VOTE WAS TAKEN ON THE PROPOSAL.

Result: 4 in favour of the proposal and 1 abstention.

IT WAS RESOLVED  that the precept be set at £6,400. the Finance Officer was instructed to this end and the requisite form will be submitted to C.D.C. by him.

Clerks Report  This had been taken as read.

Extra items of Correspondence had been received since the Agenda was set.

These were:

· CDC – a new update of the register of electors has been received in data format along with a letter reinforcing that this cannot be shown to anyone.

· CDC – notice of Budget Consultation Mtg. 4.2.03 at 7.00p.m.

· CDC – notice of District Transport Forum 23.1.03 at10a.m. Hellifield

· NYCC Highways – letter agreeing PC’s request to monitor parking on A56 / Cam Lane for 3 months.

· Information Commissioner’s Office – acknowledging receipt of letter, agreeing late submission of declaration & will endeavour to approve it by the deadline.

Extra items were available for insertion into the Councillor’s File Pack:

· Airedale NHS Patient Care Trust – Measuring Mental Health Services, public consultation doc.

· YLCA – update sheets.

· YLCA - County Training partnership.

· NYCC – Action for Local Sustainability leaflet.

· SOLCC – Clerks & Councils Direct magazine.

There will be a meeting of the Craven branch of YLCA on Jan 30th.

Planning Decision No. 69/2002/2689 
 1, Summerfield, Building of a conservatory  APPROVED

Discussion Points Raised From The Above:  None raised.

Report From Ward Councillors – None available.

Report of Meeting with YLCA Representative.

A printed copy of the main points raised at the meeting held between Mrs S Spence of the YLCA, Mr Briggs and Mrs Hundsdoerfer had been circulated to all Cllrs. prior to the meeting.

It had transpired that several areas of requirement were not being, and had not been, to the best of anyone’s memory met. It became clear that this must now be rectified as the 

Signed ………………………..               (P2)                          Date…………………..
legislative requirements of any P.C. (or Council), and their documentation, are open to scrutiny by higher authoritative bodies.

In some areas penalties could be faced by Councils not demonstrating compliance. It was emphasised that the operation of a PC should now be viewed along the lines of the running of a business.

The AGM was another problematic area, such a meeting should never have been held. A  Parish Council does not have an AGM. Instead the Parish is required to hold a Parish Meeting. This meeting is a forum for discussion of any matter that pertains to the Parish – school, village hall, village field etc. All may be discussed as long as they have been placed on the agenda. Only agenda matters are open for discussion. The Clerk must be aware of items to include on the agenda at least 7 days prior to the APM.

SB emphasised to Cllrs. that such a situation has the potential to generate a greater degree of open debate among village residents, allowing for open discussion and the airing of varying views.

It was decided that a series of flyers would be sent to residents between February and April explaining the changes in procedure and how Parish Meeting will be conducted.

Planning – 69/2002/2786 The Rookeries, fell 2 trees & reduce 1 limb by 20%

                    Application discussed - NO COMMENT

                  69/2002/2791 New Laithe Cottage, to build a conservatory.

                    Application discussed - NO COMMENT.

The Model Freedom of Information Act was read through, the information within agreed by Councillors. When known that it has been accepted this will be available for inspection on the Village Hall Notice Board.

Clerk to submit declaration to Information Commissioner.

The Race Relations Policy was AGREED and adopted.

Data Protection Act – unable to complete, material not available from YLCA.

Clerk will proceed with the registration of village greens.

The Register of Council Assets was discussed and agreed. Valuations must now be sought.

It was decided to proceed with 6 weekly meetings for a period of approx. 3 months and then to review the situation.

Standing Orders -  not yet available.

Minor Parish Matters for Info.

A planning matter concerning the change of use from agricultural land to school playing field had been received on the day of the meeting . As this could not be on the agenda it was discussed at this point.

There will be an extraordinary meeting on Jan.16th at 7.30 to discuss the matter fully and to allow residents to attend to voice their comments prior to the meeting.

Signed ………………………..               (P3)                          Date…………………..
Date of Next Meetings:     

· Mon. Feb. 17th 2003 in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m.

· Wed. March 19th 2003 in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m.

A 10 minute open forum will be held at 8.00p.m. during each meeting, during which time the ordinary business meeting will be adjourned.

Signed …………………………..                            Date ………………………..
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