	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on December 9th  2003 at 7.00p.m. when the following matters were discussed.
Cllrs. Present: Mrs M Lord (Chair), Mrs M Graham-Roe. Messrs Briggs, Hall and Lister 

Clerk: H Hundsdoerfer
Mr Cohen has informed the Clerk that he already has a council meeting on Jan 8th. Cllrs agreed to reschedule the January meeting to take place on Jan 7th.



	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	NOTES

	2711.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	None Received

	2711.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	None

	2711.9
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended. 
	ML gave a comprehensive report of the Area Forum meeting she had attended.

She mentioned the difficulties currently experienced on Old Rd caused by it being used as a short cut to beat the traffic lights during the footway improvements on the Drag.

It was also apparent that other villages are requesting funding for activities/improvements. It was suggested that funding could perhaps be sought for flowers for the Village in Bloom competition.

	2711.11
	To receive an update on the playing field situation.

To discuss and complete the planning permission application.

To discuss in principal where funding should come from.
	It was agreed that an indication of the likely level of legal fees to be incurred should be sought.

It was reiterated that the land is currently outside the permitted development area and that the planning committee at CDC should be eventually lobbied to put the village’s case forward prior to the application being discussed.

It was felt that there should first be evidence obtained from the village supporting the application, a questionnaire will therefore be compiled by SB and MGR to establish the perceived use of such an area and will be delivered to all households and subsequently collected and the information collated.

SB PROPOSED that The Parish Council formally accepts to pay reasonable legal fees and that a letter be sent to Mr Morrison to this effect. Seconded by MGR, all in favour.

Funding from CDC to be investigated.

Fund raising within the village to be looked at more fully.



	2711.13
	To discuss and resolve who will be asked to relocate the notice board to a position close to the letter box and when.
	The matter was discussed but it was decided to defer any decision until the next meeting. Quotes to be sought for the works.

	2711.14
	To open the tenders received for the village grass mowing.

To discuss same and if possible to resolve which tender to accept.
	5 tenders had been received and were opened by Cllrs. From the 5, 2 were short-listed. The clerk is to seek names of Referees, contact them and report to the next Parish Council meeting.

	2711.15
	To discuss the letter received from Mr Wood relating to the drains adjacent to the Lough Tree and to resolve a course of action.
	Cllrs discussed the letter and concluded that as the drains are privately owned and are not presenting a health and safety issue to residents they are not the responsibility of the PC. A letter to be sent to Mr Wood to this end.

	2711.17
	To discuss the railings options (and all related prices received) available for the Lough Tree surround.

To decide upon a type and quantity to be ordered.
	Discussion of the various prices obtained took place.. It was PROPOSED by ML that Mr Kirk of Thornton in Craven’s quote of £750 be accepted and that he be requested to proceed with the construction of straight powder-coated railings with balls on the tops and the incorporation of a cut steel plaque depicting and denoting the Lough Tree. Seconded by PL, all in favour.

	2711.20
	Minor Parish Matters for Information.
	Clapper bridges in the area are unsafe, Clerk to contact Public ROW Officer at N. Yorks.

Missing signs have not yet been replaced, ROW Officer to be informed

2 Street lights in the village need attention – Clerk to address.

The electrician has connected the Xmas lights to the street light electricity supply (£115). Armoured cabling is in place through the garden of Elm Tree House to Peel House’s frontage at a cost considerably below the allowance given – 35m cabling @ 80p/m.

	2711.21
	Any other matters that the Chair decides are urgent, in accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972
	The account for the works to the Lough Tree presented by Tree Tops Forestry has been received and is due for payment. Cllrs approved the payment of the sum of £     , AIF.

A pro-forma invoice is required for the railings from Mr Kirk so that a full account for tree works can be submitted to CDC.

Discussion of the tree lights for the Millennium Corner took place. It was PROPOSED by ML that £26 be spent on a set of outdoor lights and a small transformer, seconded PL, AIF.

	Signed:                                                            Date:  
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