	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on October 16th  2003 at 7.00p.m. 
Councillors Present: Mesdames Lord (Chair), Graham-Roe Messrs Briggs Hall and Lister
Clerk Present: H Hundsdoerfer.

Apologies were sent by District Cllr. Mason who was attending another CDC meeting.



	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	1610.1
	To welcome the newly appointed Parish Councillor, Mr Peter Lister
	The Chair warmly welcomed Mr Lister to the Council

	1610.2
	To require the new Councillor to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
	The declaration was signed by Mr Lister and countersigned by the Clerk.

	At this point it was requested that Item 1610.6 be dealt with first as RH needed to leave the meeting early. The Chair agreed to the request.

	1610.6
	To discuss and develop a draft budget for the next budgetary period
	All possible areas for inclusion in the budget were discussed as it was felt that only when, as far as possible, all reasonable eventualities were identified could rationalisation take place.

Several recommendations / suggestions were made by Councillors:

· That the village hall committee be offered a fixed amount for the rental of the hall by the PC in view of the fact that strictly speaking the school should be used as it is available for local government use free of charge. The suggested sum would possibly cover +/- 12 meetings/annum. This to be investigated further by the Clerk.

· That the Clerk be granted the delegated power to purchase the Remembrance Day wreath annually – this to be added to the Standing Orders. (Agenda Nov 27th)
· That the feasibility be investigated of plugging into the street light outside Elm Tree House for a source of power to illuminate Xmas lights in the Lough Tree, also the equipment required for lighting the millennium Corner tree
There was full discussion relating to the repayment of the Reserve Fund that will be reduced when the unanticipated costs of the Lough Tree are paid for from it.

It was agreed that had it not been for the Lough Tree expenses the expenditure of the Council would have been on budget.

Cllrs will now assess the areas identified for inclusion in the budget & associated figures and will bring findings back to the meeting on Nov. 27th for further discussion.

	1610.3
	To receive the findings made by SB relating to land values. In the light of this to resolve that the Parish Council offers Mr Morrison £1,000.00 for an area of land 50m long by 38m deep approx.  between Windhill and the Alms Houses for use as a village field/park. The offer to be made subject to planning approval. Or, if approval is not given, to discuss and approve another agreed amount.


	Current values for agricultural land in this area have been supplied to SB by David Hill Associates.
Based upon this it was RESOLVED that Mr Morrison be offered £1000 for the previously defined area of land on Church Road, to be for the use of the village as a playing field and that the offer be made subject to planning consent being granted,

Proposed SB  Seconded MGR, all in favour.

9.30p.m.

At this point RH left the meeting with apologies for his absence during subsequent items for discussion.

	1610.4
	To discuss and approve the areas of grass to be to be cut next year, also the areas within the village to receive weed control treatment. Reference will be made to the village map indicating the areas requiring such maintenance.


	All identified areas were agreed by Cllrs.

	1610.5
	To resolve that the grass cutting contract is put out to tender
	It was RESOLVED that the grass cutting be put out to tender. Proposed SB seconded ML, all in favour. SB to draw up a contract with a max of 12 cuts/annum + banking strimmings, timings to be monitored by SB as Cllr with responsibility for this area, the Clerk then to initiate works with the contractor.
The meeting closed at 9.50p.m.

	Signed:                                                                                Date:  
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