	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on October 21st 2003 at 7.00p.m. commencing at the Lough Tree.
Open Forum at 7.30 when points of concern will be listened to by Councillors and discussed, if relevant to an agenda item, when that point of the agenda is reached - otherwise at the next Council meeting.
Cllrs Present: Mrs M Lord (Chair), Messrs Briggs, Hall and Lister (from 8.50p.m.) District Cllr R Mason.

Clerk: H Hundsdoerfer



	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	NOTES

	2110.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	Mrs Graham-Roe sent apologies for her absence due to a severe cold.
Mr P Lister sent apologies for the early part of the meeting – attendance on a course.

Apologies were accepted.

	2110.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	None declared

	2110.3
	To Approve of the Minutes of the Previous 4 Meetings.
· September 2nd
· September 9th 

· September 15th
· October 16th 
	All meetings were approved by Councillors.
· ML, seconded SB

· SB, seconded ML

· RH, seconded ML

· SB, seconded ML



	2110.4.0
2110.4.1

	To receive RFO’s report.
To consider and approve payments known to date.
· Clerk’s salary and expenses.  

	Monthly budget figures had been looked at during the draft budget meeting of the previous week. Nothing new to report. The precept was paid into the account in early Oct.
The Clerk’s salary and expenses were approved for payment (detail in part 2 section)

	2110.5
	Open Forum (at 7.30p.m.) – meeting to be adjourned during this time.
	No-one present

	2110.6
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report
	The costs incurred by the length of time taken to tarmac the length of pavement from Fence End to Brearelands was queried.
The letter indicating the sum agreed to offer Mr Morrison has been sent.

	2110.7
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	CDC is supporting the option to join with the Richmondshire and Harrogate area Regional Assembly. It is disappointing in terms of representation that the size of the area it will create corresponds to the size of Scotland but with .5 of an MP for this area compared to in excess of 130 MPs for Scotland. Much more discussion is still to take place on the matter.
New licensing laws are now in place whereby Cllrs are required to be trained as the work is no longer being done by magistrates.

	2110.8
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended. 
	None have been attended.

	2110.9
	To receive an update on  the web site from SB. 
	Since Dec 2002 SB has undertaken considerable research into the grants available to the village for its web site and a computer for village use. With provisions currently available to the Community from NYCC and CDC in terms of grants and used computers available from Tools For Schools, for a P.C. outlay of £56 the village website would be grant aided and the village community would have available to it an internet-ready computer for use within the village hall; also a laptop that would be available for use around the village. There was much discussion relating to how much use the 2 computers would receive and how secure they would be. SB indicated that if there was not to be any up-take of the computer/s the village would need to repay a substantial proportion of the NYCC grant (already paid out) as only up to 25% of the overall costs are eligible for grant aid.

	2110.10
	To discuss the purchase of a lap-top computer for the village hall with associated internet connections, and if approved, to resolve that the purchase be made.
	It was PROPOSED that the Parish Council should purchase an internet-ready computer to be located in the village hall and to be for village use. 

Proposer SB, seconder PL.

Upon a vote 3 were in favour, 1 abstention.
It was appreciated that village hall costs must be covered. The Hall would be responsible for paying phone line rentals after the 1st year, therefore the degree of  use the computer had received would be reviewed after the initial year.

	2110.11
	To discuss the purchase of a lap-top computer to be available for loan around the village community , and if approved, to resolve that the purchase be made.
	It was PROPOSED that the Parish Council should purchase laptop computer for load around  the village. Proposer SB, seconder PL. 

Upon a vote all were in favour.
It was added that this proposal and that of 21.10.10 were subject to SB verifying with CDC that nothing has changed to alter figures discussed.

	2110.12
	To discuss the safe keeping of the village scrap books and if agreed, to resolve that they be kept under lock and key in the village hall, that they no longer be available for loan and that viewing of them is done by appointment in the village hall.
	It was RESOLVED following discussion:

That the scrap books are to be kept in the village hall in a locked cupboard. That Mr Robert  Mason will be available on dates to be advertised to permit viewing of the records in the village hall (possibly 3 times / year)
Proposed SB, seconded ML. All in favour.

	2110.13
	To further discuss the purchase of Xmas trees for the village and the necessary electrics for them - if further information is available from SB’s research.
If possible, in the light of the preceding discussion,  to approve how many trees will be purchased (1 or 2), also the purchase of the relevant necessary transformers, bulbs, cable etc.
	There was much discussion of the findings of SB’s research on rules and costings.
Due to Health & Safety constraints a 240v cable cannot be run at ground level across any public place. An alternative means of lighting trees had therefore to be decided upon.
There would be a 1 off cost of £320 (to be checked) to purchase armour plated cable to run from a plug on the street light near to Elm Tree House, through the garden of Elm Tree House to Peel House where power would be reduced via a transformer to 24v to run to the Xmas tree.

That the new Lough Tree be illuminated was also discussed but it was felt that the likely weight of cables etc could be detrimental to it at this early stage.

 Following discussions the following 3 PROPOSALS were made.

· That 2 trees be purchased, one for the millennium Corner and one for the Village Green (prop SB, seconded ML All in favour)

· That a transformer capable of supporting 2 sets of lights be bought and that initially 1 set of lights be purchased, with the option of purchasing a second if there is a need. (prop SB, seconded ML, All in favour)
· That with a maximum expenditure of £320 (this to be verified with the contractor) the works to permit a route for an armour plated cable running from the lighting column via Elm Tree House and Peel House to a transformer and then to the Xmas tree be executed. This is submitted with the proviso that no suitable cheaper option can be found. (Proposed SB, seconded ML, All in favour)

	2110.14
	To discuss and, if agreed, resolve that the notice board should be re-located close to the new location of the letter box on Old Road (near to the Pennine Way sign).
	A price for a replacement notice board has been obtained from Mr H Whiteoak of Carleton that was thought to be very reasonable. Discussions followed then a PROPOSAL was made
· That the existing notice board be relocated on Old  Road near to the position of the letter box. With the proviso that the letter box is placed there first . A replacement board to be purchased at a later date. (Proposed ML, seconded SB, All in favour)

	2110.15
	To discuss and if approved, resolve the following village maintenance issues:

· That the banking above the village hall is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the banking on Church Rd is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the banking against the grave yard and the nearby footpath area is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the dog rose shrubs overhanging the footpath on Church Rd are cut back.
	Following discussion of the items it was agreed to vote on the following PROPOSALS en bloc:
· That the banking above the village hall is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the banking on Church Rd is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the banking against the grave yard and the nearby footpath area is strimmed and the grass cleared away.

· That the dog rose shrubs overhanging the footpath on Church Rd are cut back.
(Proposed SB seconded ML, on a show of hands 3 were in favour, 1 against)

	2110.16
	To receive information from ML regarding the current position ref the Thursday Friends corner.
	Following the receipt of the findings made by ML when discussing the matter with  village residents the council wished the following RESOLUTION to be minuted:
That in the light of owners of the Thursday Friends Corner having been found, the Parish Council fully rescinds its previous adoption of the area of land known as the Thursday Friends Corner and disowns all liability for it. Any Parish Council furniture will be removed from the area..

(Proposed RH, seconded SB, All in favour)

	2110.17
	To discuss the terminology of agendas.
	The matter was discussed in some detail. It was AGREED that the Clerk has the Council’s authority to continue in the same manner, it being understood that the word resolve has inherent in it the need for discussion.

	2110.18
	To discuss and RESOLVE to increase the Cricket Field rent to £150 / annum. 
To discuss the parking situation re the Cricket Club.
	Following discussion it was RESOLVED that the rental for the cricket field be increased to £150 / annum, effective form April 1st 2004.
(Proposed ML, seconded SB, All in favour)

The parking situation was discussed It was felt that a member of the Committee should be requested by the club to oversee appropriate parking on match and practise days. Also that the Committee be requested to undertake better maintenance of the parking area to permit better organised and more courteous parking.

	2110.19
	To determine dates for meetings in February, March and April.
	Dates Set for 2004:
February 17th
March 23rd
April 27th 

	2110.20
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	Having checked with CDC it has become apparent that to hold meetings in the school would be too expensive for the PC as it would be liable to pay for the expenses of having the school open, though not for the actual use of the building.
It was thought that whatever railings are decided upon for the Lough Tree surround, the invoice for same should be included with the submission of Tree Tops Forestry Co’s invoice to CDC. The railings being thought to be valuable for the preservation of the tree / protection from vandalism.

	2110.21
	Any other matters that the Chair decides are urgent, in accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972
	

	Signed:                                                             Date:  
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