	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on March 23rd 2004 at approx 7.00p.m. following a 6.30p.m. site meeting between Councillors and the Sports Development Officer from CDC at the proposed playing field on Church Road. 
PRESENT: Mrs Lord (Chair), Messrs Briggs, Hall and Lister.

Officers Present: Clerk, H Hundsdoerfer.


	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	OUTCOME

	23204.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	Mrs Graham-Roe  

	23304.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	ML declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 23304.5

	23304.3
	To Approve the Minutes of the Previous 2 Meetings.
· February 23rd 
· March 10th     
	The minutes of the meeting of Feb.23rd 2004 were APPROVED as a true and accurate record, proposed SB, seconded ML. AIF
The minutes of the meeting of March 10th 2004 were APPROVED as a true and accurate record, proposed RH, seconded PL. AIF

	
	At this point of the meeting it was noted that the meeting was running approx 15mins ahead of schedule, it was therefore decided to hear some of the points of information to be offered by Mr Dinsmore prior to the commencement of the Open Forum. 
These will be minuted within agenda item 23304.5.1

	23304.4.
	Open Forum.
	The normal meeting was closed at 7.20p.m.

SB as vice-chair took charge of the Open Forum.

As several residents had been present at the site meeting between Councillors and Mr Dinsmore of CDC the points for discussion were covered during this item of the agenda when Mr Dinsmore (BD) was able to respond to their questions and concerns.

	23304.5.1
23304.5.2     
      
	To receive information and ask questions of Mr Bruce Dinsmore, Sport Development Officer at CDC, relating to issues relative to the proposed playing field. 

Areas to be informed upon to include:
· Duty of Care

· Health & Safety

· Funding

· Management

Further discussion of points raised to take place at a future meeting.

To determine a date for a future meeting specifically to discuss the playing field.
	The normal meeting resumed at 8.00p.m.
SB continued to chair this section of the meeting and ML left the room.

BD outlined the function of the Planning Dept., that it manages the use of land within its area of remit. It was acknowledged that the proposed site is outside the present area of Development control and that it is within the conservation area; this leaving it subject to additional policies and their requirements.
It was explained that CDC is currently making an assessment of open space within the area as part of Govt. legislation and that this will lead to an audit and subsequent review of open space. Where it is found that there is an under-supply of open space there would be support for the transfer of land to green space. A PC and District Council have a duty to enable the provision of green space if it is found that there is a lack of quantity and quality.

It was commented upon that it was unfortunate that there could be no community use of the new school playing field due to the poor access to the site.

It was explained that there was a duty of care incumbent upon the PC to maintain in terms of walls / fences etc. with regard to risk assessment. Guidance should be sought from the planning dept at CDC. A structure must be put in place and rigidly adhered to with ref for example to weekly / monthly inspection regimes to manage identified risks – as the PC will be advised on more fully  when info has been sought.

It was recommended that Aireville Park by-laws be studied with a view to developing appropriate by-laws for the use of the field. Control of the use of such an area is done through by-laws set either by the PC or an autonomous organisation such as a playing field assoc.

BD suggested that it was unlikely that a high fence would be required for the type of use that the PC envisaged, however CDC planning would consider this issue. It was suggested that the PC could contact another independent body such as the North Yorkshire and York Playing Field Assoc. if it so wished.
BD stated that funding was available from a variety of sources.

Revenue should come through village’s own resources (fund raising).

A management structure should be considered, possibly: Playing Field Assoc., Recreation Ground Assoc., PC direct control.

Transparent communication should be maintained.

Could a project team be established – possibly with 2 PC members + community members? It was acknowledged that a variety of skills were available within the village, perhaps those individuals would be willing to contribute?
At this time BD was thanked for his attendance at the meeting and for his valued contribution.
A meeting will be held on April 21st in the village hall at 7.00p.m.



	                                                                                     Signed                                       (Vice Chair)   Date

	23304.6.1
          .6.2

          .6.3


	To receive RFO’s report.

To consider and approve payments listed below.

· Clerk’s salary and expenses. 

· RFO’s salary & expenses

· M Bell - £40.00 - Removal & resiting of notice board.
ITEM 23304.4.2 (Clerk’s & RFO’s  salaries) TO BE A PART TWO ITEM AND WILL BE  DISCUSSED AT THE END OF OTHER AGENDA BUSINESS IF NECESSARY
	ML resumed the chair for the remainder of the meeting.

Account figures had been circulated to all Cllrs. prior to the meeting by the RFO.
Standard Life will contact Ml and SC to establish PIN numbers etc. to enable access to the account. Correspondence will be sent to the RFO once this is in place.

A transfer of £200 will reach the current a/c 26.3.04.

All payments were APPROVED by Cllrs – A.I.F. Proposed ML seconded PL

	23304.7
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report
	A letter received from a resident expressing concerns relating to highways issues / risk assessments was discussed by Cllrs. A response was agreed by Cllrs.  It was reiterated that the Clerk is required to complete risk assessments of parish assets to the best of his / her ability as part of the job description but that the Clerk is not a Risk Assessment Officer. Cllrs were reminded that at the last Parish Meeting the job had been offered to any suitably qualified member of the community willing to adopt it, alternatively that the PC could be given the mandate to employ outside Risk Assessors to complete the task. There had been no up-take on either point.

	23304.8
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended.  
	None

	23304.9
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	None

	23304.10
	To discuss points relating to the Village Field as put forward by Mr Gates, Cricket Club Secretary and resolve how to proceed regarding the request for a long term lease.

To resolve whether the rental increase may be reviewed & if so by how much.
	Following much discussion it was RESOLVED that The Parish Council should offer the Cricket Club a contract for a minimum period of 25 years and that all associated and reasonable legal expenses should be borne by the cricket Club.  

Proposed RH, seconded ML All in favour.
Additionally the club should be reminded that the rental is £150 and that it is payable on April 1st.

The current lease expires in 2012; Clerk to ascertain whether the new lease must commence then or whether it can be introduced from 2005. Also that there is a percentage rental increase (in line with inflation) annually.

Clerk to contact Mr Nelson to establish whether he would be willing to amend or drop the covenants relating to alcohol, ball games other than cricket and the number of days the field is available for village use.

	23304.11
	To discuss the developments re NY Highways  regarding the followed up APM items
	Following footway improvements NY Highways had felt that marker posts below the quarry were no longer  necessary. Will look at the matter again with a decision.
Ch Rd rumble kerbs will be in place shortly

Booth Br Lane 20mph speed restriction goes before committee again in April

Cam Lane yellow lines, scheduled for April 1st but will be done when road works completed.

County boundary sign – should be in place soon.

Pavement to village hall to be investigated further by Highways.

	23304.12
	In order to finalise an agreed means of determining when the village grass should be mown: To discuss the PROPOSAL that A nominated Councillor should contact the Clerk as necessary  requesting  that the grass mowing contractor be instructed to complete a mowing of village grass.   SB, ML
To determine who that Cllr should be and make the necessary resolution.
	The proposal to RESOLVE that the nominated Councillor should contact the Clerk as necessary requesting that the grass mowing contractor be instructed to complete a mowing of village grass was APPROVED by all Cllrs.
The nominated Cllr is PL.

	
	To discuss footway Lighting Maintenance Contract 2002-08, an increase of 5% + the usual Management Fee and as requested decide what action should be taken.
	Following discussion the Council declared itself to be very happy with the way the contract operates. It was RESOLVED that the prevailing situation regarding the operation of the contract should continue.
Proposed RH, seconded ML AIF

RH agreed to number the lighting columns consecutively.

	23301.14
	To discuss PC representation as per invitation received from SELRAP at a Key Supporters Mini-Conference on April 30th.
	No-one wished to attend.

	23304.15
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	RH will attend the Neighbourhood Watch meeting as he is the village coordinator.

	Signed:                                                                        Date:  
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