	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall on February 25th 2004 at 7.00p.m. when the following matters were discussed.
Councillors Present: Mesdames Lord and Graham-Roe. Messrs Briggs (7.10p.m.), Hall and Lister. 
Officers Present: Clerk - H Hundsdoerfer, RFO – S Cohen

	ITEM
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	NOTES

	23204.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	None received

	23204.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	MGR & ML declared personal & prejudicial interests in agenda item 23204.11

	23204.3
	To Approve of the Minutes of the Previous 2 Meetings.
· January 7th 

· January 23rd    
	These were APPROVED as a true & accurate record.
Proposed RH, Seconded MGR. All in favour.

	23204.4
	To elect a Vice Chairman.
	Mr S Briggs was proposed by ML, seconded by PL. 
3 Cllrs were in favour, 1 against. Mr Briggs agreed to accept the position.

	23204.5
          .4.1
 .4.2


	To receive RFO’s report.

To consider and approve payments known to date.

· Clerk’s salary and expenses. 

· RFO’s salary & expenses
· Village Hall Management Committee - £210 – Rental for 1 year.

· Viking Direct - £124.36 – Stationery & inks for Cllrs & Officers.

· NYCC - £889.78 – installation of new lighting column.
· J & S Pickles - £100 – strimming etc of Church Rd banking.
ITEM 70104.4.1 (Clerk’s & RFO’s salaries) TO BE A PART TWO ITEM AND WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE END OF OTHER AGENDA BUSINESS IF NECESSARY.
	SC introduced the new format for the accounts to Cllrs. who were, on the whole, pleased with the method of presentation.

He was requested to show the reserve account as a separate item from the deposit account.
RH will continue to keep records for the completion of the cash book.

A transfer of £600 was made to the current account.

All payments listed  on the night being approved there remain £139.41 in the current a/c.

A cheque for £654 has been received from CDC as 1/3 payment of Lough Tree expenses.

All accounts were APPROVED for payment, Proposed SB seconded RH. 
Details of Clerk & RFO payments are shown in the Part 2 section. 

	23204.5.1
 .5.2

      .5.3


	To discuss and if agreed, resolve to accept the following for inclusion in the Financial Standing Orders : A RESOLUTION made by Council  to accept  the  Annual Precept figure must be supported by a unanimous show of hands from Councillors.
To discuss and RESOLVE to revise the council's financial regulations to give the Responsible Financial Officer the right to make transfers between the council's current and deposit accounts as required. This then to be added to the Financial Standing Orders
To elect new authorised signatories for the Standard Life Account.
	It was determined that the proposed resolution was not admissible prior to the meeting and was therefore not discussed.
The matter was discussed. The majority felt that this would be a sensible course of action as the RFO requires free access to all accounts.

SB PROPOSED that the resolution be APPROVED and that the financial regulations be amended. The proposal was seconded by MGR. All in favour.
SB proposed that Mr Cohen, Mr Hall and Mrs Lord be signatories on the Standard Life account. This was seconded by MGR. All in favour.



	23204.6
	Open Forum (at 7.30p.m.) – meeting to be adjourned during this time.
	12 village residents attended to make points relating to the proposed playing field & passed a list of the points raised to the Clerk with a letter from the Trustees of the Alms Houses.
Points were noted by Councillors.

	23204.7
	To introduce Mr Tim Gates, Cricket Club Sec. and a colleague who wish to present some points for discussion to Councillors regarding the Village Field. (7.45p.m.) Outline of matters circulated to Cllrs prior to meeting.
	The Secretary & Treasurer of the Cricket Club explained that in 2012 the ground lease will expire. Current government directives highlight the need to improve club facilities and ground, particularly as there is an increasing junior team that requires privacy for changing, showering etc.
Electricity (or generator), shower facilities, a kitchen revamp and child privacy facilities would therefore be areas needing to be looked at.

It was acknowledged by the Council that the Club has done much to maintain and improve the standard and appearance of the ground over the years of the lease at the club’s expense.

It was asked whether:

1) the PC would be willing to sell the field to the club             

 OR whether
2) it would grant a long term lease, probably a minimum term of 21yrs, to give eligibility for grant assistance.
There are no plans to knock down and replace the existing pavillion. It was suggested that to build onto the back was a possibility to increase internal space.

It was suggested by Mr Gates that such developments might sensibly include other playing field areas and this was discussed, though Cllrs felt it unlikely that suitable land could be made available for this.

Mr Gates raised the issue of the rental increase to £150, could it be lowered? No decision was taken on the point.

Cllrs agreed to discuss the entire matter in full at a future meeting and to inform the Club of the outcome of its discussions. It was asked what the minimum lease acceptable to the club would be. Mr Gates will respond to this following the next club Committee meeting. He added that the term of the lease would dictate what works would be undertaken and that fund-raising is project-driven.
The car parking problem was discussed. The club acknowledges that work must be done to improve this aspect and intends to create 10-12 new spaces along the area of disused railway line that it rents.

	23204.8
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report
	

	23204.9
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	

	23204.10
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended.  SB
	NYCC had invited a Cllr to attend a site meeting at the proposed playing field on Cam Lane. As the PC representative on the school’s Governing Body SB attended.
He reported that the meeting had been attended by residents of Cam Lane, planners from NYCC and Committee members. The site was being viewed for background information that related to the changing of the wording ref who is permitted to use the field. NYCC would prefer the original wording but at this time the Governors had not responded.
There was a trend to discuss drainage and Parking issues but SB indicated that this was not scheduled on the agenda of the meeting and were items for discussion later at a separate meeting.

	23204.11
	To discuss the results of the playing field questionnaire. (ML)
	141 properties had received questionnaires out of a possible 172 properties

Of these there had been 105 returns (approx 74%) which many Cllrs felt represents a very good degree of feed-back.

77% of the returns were in favour of the proposal, ( 97% of these were families with children)

19% were against the proposal and the remainder abstained or were unsure.

58 children were listed on replies & Cllrs were aware that this did not include all children in the village.

A variety of negative and positive comments were received, all of which were listed to Cllrs.

Discussion followed where Cllrs agreed that the matter must go to a (possibly specific) PC meeting where the results are analysed in detail,  research is done on costings and future actions and due regard is given to the comments received from residents.

A presentation could subsequently be made to the village. It was emphasised that residents would be kept well informed and up-dated on progress. Also that strong consideration must be given to Health & Safety issues as/if the matter progresses.

	23204.12
	To discuss the sending of emails by Councillors to Councillors / Officers between meetings. (ML)
To RESOLVE that, When used in a Parish Council capacity, the email system should be used as a means of conveying information and should not be employed as a forum for the discussion of politics or policy between meetings.
	The RESOLUTION was amended to read:
When used in a Parish Council capacity, the email system should be used as a means of conveying important information.
As such it was PROPOSED that it be adopted by ML, seconded by SB, all in favour.

	23201.13
	Planning: 
Application No. 69/2004/4006:   To remove 8 No. Cypress Leylandii trees at Finstall, Old Road.
	The matter was discussed.
No Comment.

	23204.14
	To appoint and approve the nomination of a Representative of the Parish Council on the Village Hall Management Committee.
	RH will continue to stand as the PC representative.

	23204.15
	Taxi Voucher Scheme: To discuss whether the PC will be able to bear the expense of funding this. If agreed to do so, To RESOLVE that the taxi voucher scheme be funded by the parish Council and be adopted for use in the village.
	The meeting was informed that this matter is75% funded by the Countryside Agency, to whom application must be made for consideration for participation in the scheme.
It was felt that the matter should be progressed to establish whether a Parish transport survey would be required.

SC pointed out that the PC would have to operate a zero charge scheme as nothing had been budgeted for the purchase of the vouchers. Users would therefore be charged probably at the rate of £7/user to bring about a nil figure on the account sheet.
RH to do further research and report back in March.

	23204.16
	To discuss the suitable placement of a mobile electronic advisory sign to motorists purchased by the Craven Crime Reduction Partnership MAPS Group (as per letter circulated)
	The meeting was informed that it was anticipated that the sign that is located by the fire service in a suitable place would be present for 1-2 weeks and would return to a different location a month later.
3 possible locations were suggested:

By the Lough Tree, facing traffic going up hill

On Church Rd by Windhill facing traffic from Barnoldswick direction.

At Thornton Manor Court entrance, facing traffic from Earby direction.

	23104.17
	To receive an up-date on the village computers and internet connection (SB)
	School is happy to host the computers in the foyer; all users would initially be required to produce ID as proof of residency.
N Yorks is also happy with the location

CDC has not yet proffered any decision on the matter.

	23204.18
	To discuss and determine how frequently the bankings should be cut/strimmed & in the light of the decision whether or not the grass should be collected.
	Following discussion:
SB PROPOSED that The bankings on Church Road and the A56 beyond the village hall be strimmed at each cut and that the grass be left. That Church Road be strimmed when the bulbs have died back.  Seconded by PL, all in favour.

	23204.19
	To determine the dates of   Ordinary meetings until Sept. also date of the Annual  Parish Meeting (to be held by June 1st 04)
	The next meeting will be an extra ordinary meeting to be held on March 10th at 7.15p.m.
Newly scheduled meetings held in the village hall at 7.00p.m.:
May 12th 7.00p.m. – 9.00p.m. Annual Parish Meeting
May 18th Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, followed by

                an ordinary business meeting.

June 16th
July 14th
Sept. 9th 

	23204.20
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	Light at the entrance to Thornton Manor Ct. is out.
Clerk requested to contact the WI with a letter of thanks for the flower planting around the Lough Tree.

Mr Kirk will commence work on the Lough Tree railings at the end of Feb.

	23204.21
	Any other matters that the Chair decides are urgent, in accordance with Section 100B (4) of the Local Government Act 1972

	

	Part 2 Section of Meeting   Councillors & Officers Only to be Present
	

	23204.22
	Clerk’s and RFO’s salaries and expenses – if discussion is required.
	

	Signed:                                                                                              Date:  
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