	THORNTON IN CRAVEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes a Meeting of the Parish Council to be held in the Village Hall on April 27th 2004 at 7.00p.m. 
Councillors Present:  Mesdames Graham-Roe and Lord (Chair). Messrs Briggs and Hall. District Cllr R Mason.
Officers Present: Mr S Cohen – RFO. Mrs H Hundsdoerfer - Clerk

	ITEM No.
	POINT FOR DISCUSSION
	Comment  / Action

	27404.1
	To Receive Apologies for Absence.
	Mr P Lister – on holiday.

	27404.2
	To Make and Record any Declarations of Interests.
	Mrs M Lord declared prejudicial interests in item 27404.14
Mrs Graham-Roe declared prejudicial interests in item 27404.14

	27404.3
	To Approve the Minutes of the Previous 2 Meetings.

· March 23rd 
· April 21st      
	March 23rd – APPROVED as a true & accurate record. Proposed SB, seconded RH,  AIF.
The minutes of April 21st deferred until the  meeting is quorate (i.e. including all 3 Cllrs eligible to be present)

	 27404.04
	To discuss and if agreed APPROVE the continuation of membership of the YLCA for a further year. (ML,SB)
	APPROVED

	27404.5
	To discuss and if agreed APPROVE the continuation of membership of the SLCC for a further year. (ML,SB)
	APPROVED

	27404.6.1

27404.6.2
27404.6.3
27404.6.4
27404.6.5

27404.6.6


	To receive RFO’s report.

To consider and approve payments listed below.

· Clerk’s salary and expenses. 

· RFO’s salary & expenses

· CDC – Election expenses - £469.86

· SLCC membership - £66

· YLCA membership - £85

· D&S Pickles – 
             £230 for 2 mowings & strimmings 
              (April 6th &22nd)

              £90  for 1 strimming of banking 

              Church Rd & grass collection (Feb)
To approve retrospectively the payment made to Martin House - £25, in respect of a funeral donation – made by the Clerk (delegated powers to do so).
Item 27404.6.2 (Clerk’s & RFO’s  salaries) to be a part two item
To discuss the draft annual return, also the 2004-2005 Budget presentation for annual parish meeting
To discuss the internal audit. Should Mr B Metcalfe of SLCC be requested to perform the task again? Alternatives?
To discuss the annual Insurance Renewal due June 1st.
	The RFO reported that the anticipated loss of £1403   in terms of performance against budget was actually £521, largely due to £1000 having being paid to the reserve fund.
£750 was to have been spent on railings around the Lough Tree , but this had not been done in the last financial year.

There had been some savings made on street lighting.

He was happy that everything appeared to be running to plan.

All signatories are now in place on the cheque signing mandate.

A VAT payment has been received - £685.24

The schedule of payments, as shown with the exception of D&S Pickles due to late submission of the invoice but including Martin House, was APPROVED. Prop. ML, seconded SB. AIF.

The payment to be made to S&D Pickles was APPROVED. Prop SB seconded MGR.  AIF.

At this point agenda item 27404.6.5 was discussed.

The PC decided to request Mr Eric Johnson, an independent financial adviser, of Lothersdale to perform the audit for a charge of £20. SC to contact and confirm.

PROPOSED MGR, seconded ML. AIF

RFO informed the meeting that the PC had been selected to be one of the 5% of PC’s to under-go a spot-check by the auditor.
A considerable amount of information needs to be put together for submission. SC had compiled a series of points to cover and respond to.

It was explained that all fixed assets should have their full value declared, this would currently amount to £35,600.

Values were apportioned based upon the values supplied to the insurers, although this highlighted that street lights were not sufficiently well insured. Clerk to establish values for the 3 types of lights currently in the village.
The Statement of Account was discussed fully.
It was RESOLVED by a majority vote – proposed by MGR, seconded SB, that Thornton in Craven Parish Council approves the Statement of Account.

The Statement of Assurance was discussed fully.

It was RESOLVED by a majority vote– proposed by ML, seconded MGR, that Thornton in Craven Parish Council approves the Statement of Account. 
Thornton in Craven Parish Council confirms that August 16th is the nominated date when electors may put questions relating to the parish Council’s accounts.

It was explained that the period between May 17th and June 11th is when electors may make an appointment at a convenient time to view the accounts.

The 2004/5 budget presentation was looked at and discussed.

The budget figures were approved by Cllrs as set out.

There is currently a surplus of £4381 in the C/Acc. It was decided to transfer £1000 to the Reserve Acc. And place £2,500 into the deposit acc.
It was noted that there might be a need to include the 2 community computers in the insurance cover.

The majority of Cllrs felt that The Millennium Memorial Corner incl the carving should be fully covered by insurance against theft & vandalism and that the street lights should be properly covered. Also the stocks and the new electrical equipment for Xmas tree lighting.

	27404.7
	Discussion points arising from Clerk’s report.
	RH is looking into the matter of the numbering of the lights.

	27404.8
	To receive Councillors’ reports of meetings attended.  
	RH attended the Neighbourhood Watch meeting.
It had been well attended & it was reported that the scheme did appear to function well as a deterrent to burglars. The Ring-Master early warning system is to be done via email as well as phone.

Village co-ordinators were not known within each village, a matter for rectification.

	27404.9
	To receive reports from Ward Councillors.
	D Cllr Mason briefly stated that
· The procedure for booking of the town hall is being altered.

· The situation re Skipton General Hospital is on-going.

· The Renaissance scheme has been revived in a different form. Discussions are taking place re the building of car parking.

· The A59 has in parts been de-trunked so permitting speed restrictions in village areas being applied for.

· The situation ref the Yorks/Humber Assembly is “simmering”. 

	27404.10
	To discuss the lease of the village field to the cricket club with a view to it commencing from April 2005, also the associated legal aspects regarding inclusions in the terms of the contract. To RESOLVE who shall be the Solicitor employed to draw up the contract.
To discuss the need to remove/amend covenants on the field.
To discuss the relocation of the village bench from the field to the village green
	It was RESOLVED to appoint Savage Crangle to be the Solicitors to draw up the new lease with the Cricket Club.
Prop. MGR, seconded ML. AIF. Care must be taken to ensure that there is minimal call upon the PC regarding the pavillion if the Cr Club should ever wish to pull out of the contract. It was also felt that all intended applications for grant-aided work should be inspected by the PC prior to submission.

Mr D Nelson a family member of the original donor has written a letter stating that ball games other than cricket may be played on the field if the PC agrees that the conditions are suited to it. He expressed a preference however that football & rugby should not be played there as they could only be detrimental to the surface.

This will be moved to a position close to the stocks. Mr M Bell to be asked to quote for the work & for tidying the stocks area.

	27404.11
	Planning:

Application No. 69/2004/4169 – to fell 1 cherry tree, prune 1 yew hedge & 1 hawthorn at Finstall, Old Rd. Thornton in Craven.

Application No. 69/2004/4205 – revised vehicular access at Merlinwood, Thornton in Craven
	NO COMMENT was passed by all Cllrs to both applications
Clerk to inform CDC.

	27404.12
	To discuss the matter of risk assessments, and who, as an outside body, should be requested to perform the task.
	Clerk has tried to collate information but has not received return calls yet.
It was felt that 2 quotes should be sought and that if the risk Assessment of the Village hall was undertaken at the same time there could be a saving to both bodies by sharing the cost.

	27404.13
	To discuss any aspects of the Parish Meeting arrangements as necessary.
	Because of the lateness of the hour it was decided that all those interested could meet at Windhill at 7.30p.m. on May 4th. This would not constitute a PC meeting.

	27404.14
	To receive an update on progress relating to the purchase of Morrisons Meadow.
	Clerk has contacted Savage Crangle who are happy to undertake the work.
The field is currently being registered with the land Registry by Mr Berry

	27404.15
	To consider and decide what action should be taken with regard to the installation of a street light at the top of Booth Bridge Lane to address concerns of a resident.
	Cllrs felt that due to the cost of installing such an item, its maintenance and the subsequent rise in the precept there could be no justification for the expenditure at present.

	27404.16
	To decide whether to request the mowing contractor to tidy fallen branches & debris on Church Rd.
	It was agreed that this should be done, also the area opposite the cottages at the top of Booth Bridge Lane and the banking above the village hall.

	27404.17
	To discuss the painting of the benches - as offered to be done by ML.
	ML was thanked for her offer that was gratefully accepted by the PC.

	27404.18
	Minor Parish Matters for Information
	

	Signed:                                                                                         Date:  


Clerk: Helen Hundsdoerfer may be contacted by email at clerk@thorntonincraven.co.uk [image: image1.png]



Signed                                                               Date

P3                      TiC Parish Council Agenda    March 23rd  2004 at 7.00pm


